Friedreich's ataxia presenting with pure sensory ataxia: a long-term follow-up study of two patients.
We describe two patients with Friedreich's ataxia whose presenting symptomatology was for years progressive tabetic ataxia. Based upon the initial clinical, electrophysiological and nerve biopsy data, a diagnosis of idiopathic sensory neuropathy was established. Subsequent examination of the kin showed that three sisters of case 1 had Friedreich's ataxia. Upon serial clinical and electrocardiographic study, both patients eventually developed a florid Friedreich's ataxia, including cardiomyopathy. Our findings indicate that at onset Friedreich's ataxia may be indistinguishable from sensory neuropathy and also that serial examination and investigation of kinship are essential steps for accurate diagnosis.